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Nik Stoop 

Institute of Development Policy, University of Antwerp 
nik.stoop@uantwerp.be  www.nikstoop.com 

 

LANGUAGES     
Dutch (native), English (proficient), French (fluent), Kiswahili (beginner) 

 

INTERESTS 
My research applies microeconomic methods to policy-relevant questions in environmental and 
development economics, with a focus on natural resources and fragile contexts in Sub-Saharan Africa.  

 

POSITIONS      
since 2022 Senior Research Fellow, Research Foundation Flanders & University of Antwerp 
2018-2022 Junior Research Fellow, Research Foundation Flanders & University of Antwerp 

2018 Visiting Post-Doctoral Researcher, University of Cape Town 
 

EDUCATION    
2017 PhD in Economics (University of Leuven) & Development Studies (University of Antwerp) “Essays 

in Development Economics: Case Studies from Benin and the DR Congo” Advisors: Prof. Dr. 
Marijke Verpoorten and Prof. Dr. Johan Swinnen  

2017 University of Cape Town, visiting PhD researcher  
2011 University of Leuven, M. Sc. in Advanced Studies in Economics, magna cum laude 
2009 University of Rome Tor Vergata, M.A. in Development Economics, summa cum laude 
2008 University of Leuven, M.A. of Communication Sciences, magna cum laude 
2007 University of Leuven, B.A. of Communication Sciences, cum laude 

 

ARTICLES IN PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS  
17 Stoop N., S. Weber, and P. van der Windt. “Conflict Participation and Attitudes towards Displaced 

Persons: Evidence from the Congo.” Journal of Peace Research, Forthcoming. 
16 Weber S., N. Stoop, P. van der Windt, and H. Zhai. 2025. “A meta-analysis of attitudes towards 

migrants and displaced persons.” British Journal of Political Science.  
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007123425101075  

15 Stoop N., S. Weber, and P. van der Windt. 2025. “Where to flee? Preferences for host communities 
among displaced people in D.R. Congo.” PLOS One. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0337530 

14 Maombi E., E. Lunanga, N. Stoop, and M. Verpoorten. 2025. “You go, I stay: intrahousehold 
behavior upon a disaster.” World Development. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2025.107032   

13 Peishakin L., N. Stoop, and P. van der Windt. 2025. “Who Hosts? The Correlates of Hosting the 
Internally Displaced”. American Political Science Review. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055424000923 

12 Collart L., E. Lunanga, N. Stoop, and M. Verpoorten. 2024. “Presidents and vaccines. Head of state 
inoculation as a tool for vaccine promotion”. Frontiers in Public Health 12:1364927. 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2024.1364927 

11 Stoop, N., K. Hirvonen, and J.F. Maystadt. 2021. “Institutional mistrust and child vaccination 
coverage in Africa”. BMJ: Global Health 6 (4): e004595. https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-004595 

10 Stoop, N., and M. Verpoorten. 2021. “Would you fight? We asked aggrieved artisanal miners in 
Eastern Congo.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 65 (6): 1159–86. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0022002720983437 

9 Stoop, N., S. Desbureaux, A. Kaota, E. Lunanga, and M. Verpoorten. 2021. “Covid-19 vs. Ebola: 
Impact on Households and Small Businesses in North Kivu, Democratic Republic of Congo.” World 
Development 122 (October): 660–74. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2020.105352 

mailto:nik.stoop@uantwerp.be
http://www.nikstoop.com/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007123425101075
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0337530
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2025.107032
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055424000923
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpubh.2024.1364927
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-004595
https://doi.org/10.1177/0022002720983437
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2020.105352
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8 Geenen, S., N. Stoop, and M. Verpoorten. 2021. “How Much Do Artisanal Miners Earn? An Inquiry 
among Congolese Gold Miners.” Resources Policy: 101893. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resourpol.2020.101893 

7 Stoop, N., and M. Verpoorten. 2020. “Risk, Envy and Magic in the Artisanal Mining Sector of South 
Kivu, Democratic Republic of Congo.” Development and Change 51 (5): 1199–1224. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12586 

6 Stoop, N., M. Verpoorten, and P. van der Windt. 2019. “Artisanal or Industrial Conflict Minerals? 
Evidence from Eastern Congo.” World Development 122 (October): 660–74. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2019.06.025 

5 Stoop, N., M. Verpoorten, and K. Deconinck. 2019. “Voodoo, Vaccines, and Bed Nets.” Economic 
Development and Cultural Change 67 (3): 493–535. https://doi.org/10.1086/698308 

4 Stoop, N., M. Verpoorten, and P. van der Windt. 2018. “More Legislation, More Violence? The 
Impact of Dodd-Frank in the DRC.” PLOS One 13 (8): e0201783. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0201783 

3 Kilosho Buraye, J., N. Stoop, and M. Verpoorten. 2017. “Defusing the Social Minefield of Gold Sites 
in Kamituga, South Kivu. From Legal Pluralism to the Re-Making of Institutions?” Resources 
Policy 53 (September): 356–68. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resourpol.2017.07.009 

2 Stoop, N., R. Houssa, and M. Verpoorten. 2016. “To Fish or Not to Fish? Resource Degradation and 
Income Diversification in Benin.” Environment and Development Economics 21 (5): 669–89. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1355770X16000012 

1 Verpoorten, M., A. Arora, N. Stoop, and J. Swinnen. 2013. “Self-Reported Food Insecurity in Africa 
during the Food Price Crisis.” Food Policy 39 (April): 51–63. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2012.12.006 

 

MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW / WORKING PAPERS 
6 “From demand deficit to development strategy: Navigating mini-grid viability in a fragile context” 

With E. Lunanga, M. Verpoorten and S. Desbureaux. Revised & Resubmitted, Energy Economics 
IOB Working Paper 

5 “The Determinants of Assistance to Refugees? Ukrainian and Syrian Refugees in Poland.” With V. 
Charnysh, L. Peisakhin and P. van der Windt. Revise & Resubmit, Comparative Political 
Studies  

4 “Subsidizing Electric Cooking to Protect the Environment: Evidence from a Randomized Trial in the 
D.R. Congo” With S. Desbureaux, L. Collart, M. Verpoorten, R. Soubeyran, M. Couttenier, C. 
Cikesa, JdlC Kembere and N. Shinagawa. Under Review CEPR Discussion Paper 

3 “Anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress disorder in displaced and non-displaced individuals 
after armed conflict: cross-sectional survey evidence from the Kasai, D.R. Congo.” With P. van der 
Windt, S. Weber, and P. Ventevogel. Under Review 

2 “Jobs and violence: evidence from a policy experiment in the D.R. Congo” With M. Verpoorten. 
Submitted Policy Brief 

1 “Evacuation behavior in the absence of disaster preparedness” With E. Ndatabaye, E. Lunanga, and 
M. Verpoorten. Submitted 

 

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION & POLICY PUBLICATIONS 
18 eCooking for Sustainable Development: Experimental Evidence from Eastern Congo. PEDL 

Research Note, 2025. With S. Desbureaux, L. Collart, R. Soubeyran, M. Verpoorten, M. 
Couttenier, C. Cikesa, JdlC Kembere Mulwahili, and N. Shinagawa.  

17 The M23 rebellion and three decades of prolonged conflict: What’s happening in DR Congo, and 
how can the violence be stopped? IOB Policy Brief, 2025. With M. Verpoorten.  

16 Here’s what motivates people to host refugees. Good Authority, 2024. With L. Peisakhin and P. 
Van der Windt.  

15 Jobs and Violence: Evidence from a Policy Experiment in DR Congo. IOB Policy Blog, 2024. 
With M. Verpoorten.  

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resourpol.2020.101893
https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12586
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2019.06.025
https://doi.org/10.1086/698308
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0201783
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resourpol.2017.07.009
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1355770X16000012
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2012.12.006
https://www.nikstoop.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/IOB-WP-2025-09.pdf
https://cepr.org/publications/dp20403
http://www.nikstoop.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Jobs-and-Violence_IOB-Policy-Brief-56.pdf
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14 Are presidents good role models for vaccination uptake? The Conversation, 2024. With L. Collart, 
E. Lunanga and M. Verpoorten.  

13 Van mijnen in Oost-Congo naar technologie in je smartphone. Video for the University of 
Antwerp’s Children’s University, 2021. With S. Geenen.   

12 Low trust in authorities affects vaccine uptake: evidence from 22 African countries. The 
Conversation, 2021. With J.F. Maystadt and K. Hirvonen.  

11 Conflict Minerals Legislation: Shooting at the Wrong Target … Again. Political Violence at a 
Glance, 2021. With M. Verpoorten.  

10 Covid-19 vs. Ebola: High stakes for Eastern DRC. IOB Blog, 2020. With S. Desbureaux, A. Kaota, 
E. Lunanga and M. Verpoorten.  

9 Artisanal gold mining pays. IOB Blog, 2020. With S. Geenen and M. Verpoorten.  
8 The Super-Natural is Super-Rational. IOB Blog, 2020. With M. Verpoorten.  
7 Artisanal or Industrial Conflict Minerals? IOB Policy Brief 39, 2019. With M. Verpoorten and P. 

van der Windt.  
6 The way that minerals are mined affects conflict in eastern Congo. The Conversation, 2019. With 

M. Verpoorten and P. van der Windt.  
5 More Legislation, More Violence? The Impact of Dodd-Frank in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, 2019. Cato Institute - Research Briefs in Economic Policy 145. With M. Verpoorten 
and P. van der Windt.  

4 Trump threatened to suspend the ‘conflict minerals’ provision of Dodd-Frank. That might be good 
for Congo. Washington Post, 2018. With M. Verpoorten and P. van der Windt.  

3 Voodoo, vaccines and bed nets. Magico-religious beliefs affect health behavior in Benin. IOB Policy 
Brief, 2018, 29. With M. Verpoorten.  

2 The social minefield of gold digging in South-Kivu, DRC: The case of Kamituga. IOB Policy 
Brief, 2015, 10. With K. Buraye and M. Verpoorten.  

1 The social minefield of gold digging in Kamituga, South-Kivu. Amani Itakuya II essay series, 
2015, essay 14. With M. Verpoorten and K. Buraye.  

 

SELECTED WORK IN PROGRESS 
4 “Powering development, stabilization and conservation? The impact of electricity roll-out in Eastern 

Congo.” With E. Lunanga, With E. Ndatabaye and M. Verpoorten. EGAP registry 
3 “Public lighting and crime: evidence from Goma” With E. Ndatabaye and M. Verpoorten 
2 “Payments for Environmental Services to accelerate the transition away from charcoal: an 

experiment in the D.R. Congo” With C. Cikesa, L. Collart, S. Desbureaux, and M. Verpoorten. AEA 
Registry 

1 “Electric Cooking After the Trial: Three-Year Impacts, Perceptions, and Preferences”. With C. 
Cikesa, L. Collart, S. Desbureaux, and M. Verpoorten 

 

AWARDS & FELLOWSHIPS 
2022 Research Foundation Flanders, Senior Post-doctoral Research Fellowship 
2019 Research Foundation Flanders, Junior Post-doctoral Research Fellowship 
2018 Scientific Prize McKinsey & Company, PhD thesis award  
2013 Research Foundation Flanders, PhD Fellowship 

 
  

https://doi.org/10.17605/OSF.IO/29SWK
https://www.socialscienceregistry.org/trials/16325
https://www.socialscienceregistry.org/trials/16325
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GRANTS 
2025 FID, Co-PI, Affordable and clean cooking for all: from a trial to a policy at scale, € 1,490,000 
2025 CEPR-PEDL, Co-PI, Scaling sustainable cooking solutions in DRC, £ 39,957 
2022 FWO, Co-Promotor, 4-year PhD Fellowship, Impact Evaluation of Electrification DRC, € 214,785 
2022 FID, Co-PI, Recipe for a green future, € 114,070 
2022 CEPR-PEDL, Co-PI, eCooking for Sustainable Development, £ 36,750 
2021 Joint Data Center on Forced Displacement, Co-PI, Survey in Kasaï DRC, $ 363,300 
2021 Wellspring Philanthropic Fund, Co-PI, Satellite data and AI – Electrification Impact, $ 250,000 
2021 Research Foundation Flanders, Co-PI, Impact evaluation of electrification in DRC, € 364,235 
2019 BOF UA, Co-Promotor, 4-year PhD fellowship, € 195,000 
2019 Wellspring Philanthropic Fund, Co-PI, Impact evaluation of electrification in DRC, $ 310,600 
2019 BOF UA, PI, grant for fieldwork in DRC, € 7,500 
2017 Global Minds, PI, grant for visiting research stay at University of Cape Town, € 2,600 
2013 IOB, PI, grant for fieldwork in DRC, € 7,000 

 

PRESENTATIONS  

Development Economics Seminar (KUL, 2025); MSCA days (UNIBZ, 2025); IOB seminar (UA, 2024); 
EAERE conference (2024); ECON seminar (UA, 2024); Virunga Academic Sounding Board (2024); 
CEDON seminar (KUL, 2024); GLAC seminar (2023); ECD seminar (2023); AIPRIL symposium (2022); 
AIPRIL seminar (2022); Summer school Sustainable City (UA, 2022); Summer school on natural resources 
(UCB, 2022); Virunga Academic Sounding Board (2022); GLAC seminar (2022); FFT seminar (UA, 
2022); Virunga Academic Sounding board (2019); WGAPE (UCT, 2019); IOB seminar (UA, 2019); EOS 
seminar (UA, 2019); FFT seminar (UA, 2018); SALDRU seminar (UCT, 2018); International Mining 
Conference (UGent, 2017); UNU-WIDER Conference (Helsinki, 2016); Workshop natural resource 
management (UAC, 2015); Conference Mining, conflict and post-conflict reconstruction (UA, 2015); 
Conference Development 2.0 or 'Business as usual?' (UA, 2015); IOB research day (UA, 2015); ASREC 
conference (Chapman, 2014); LICOS seminar (KUL, 2014); European Association of Agricultural 
Economists (KUL, 2013); IOB research day (UA, 2013); CSAE Conference (Oxford, 2013); LICOS 
seminar (KUL, 2012) 

 

FIELDWORK & VISITING RESEARCH STAYS  
12/2024 New York University Abu Dhabi. Visiting research stay. 
03/2023 DR Congo. Follow-up survey for an RCT on electric cooking. 

06/2022-07/2022 DR Congo. Summer school; surveys for an RCT and impact evaluation. 
02/2019 DR Congo. Survey for the impact evaluation of an electrification project. 
11/2018 DR Congo. Survey for the impact evaluation of an electrification project. 

01/2018-06/2018 University of Cape Town. Visiting research stay at SALDRU. 
05/2017-08/2017 University of Cape Town. Visiting research stay at SALDRU. 

12/2015 Benin. Workshop on natural resource management. Visit to fishing communities. 
03/2015-05/2015 DR Congo. Survey in artisanal gold mining sites. 

12/2014 DR Congo. Survey in artisanal gold mining sites. 
05/2014-06/2014 DR Congo. Survey in artisanal gold mining sites. 
03/2013-04/2013 Benin. Survey and common pool resource game in artisanal fishing communities. 
08/2009-11/2009 Tanzania. Survey on rural income generating activities. 

 
 

ACADEMIC ADVICE & CONSULTANCY 
since 2018  Virunga Foundation, member of Academic Sounding Board 

2023 US Government Accountability Office, feedback on US conflict minerals legislation 
2023 Belgian Development Cooperation, facilitated workshop on Impact Evaluation 



CV – Nik Stoop 5/5 

2021-2022 UNHCR, development & implementation of survey on displacement in DR Congo 
2018 – 2021 OECD, member of advisory Group on sourcing minerals from conflict areas 

2018 Belgian Development Cooperation, member of selection jury for a director position 
2009-2011 Belgian Development Cooperation and VVOB – Education for Development, team member 

in management consulting and evaluation assignments 
2009 CEFA – European Committee for Training and Agriculture, fieldwork in Tanzania   

 

TEACHING 
since 2020 Quantitative Research Methods, University of Antwerp, Advanced Master 
since 2020 Quantitative Development Evaluation, University of Antwerp, Advanced Master 
since 2013 Topics in Development Studies, University of Antwerp, Undergraduate level 
2019–2022 Development Economics, University of Leuven, Undergraduate level 

 

PHD SUPERVISION 
since 2022 Lara Collart, PhD in Applied Economics, University of Antwerp 

since 2021 Elias Ndatabaye Maombi, PhD in Applied Economics, University of Antwerp 
2019 – 2024 Elie Lunanga, PhD in Applied Economics, University of Antwerp. Successfully defended. 

“Learning from micro-economic data. Shocks, opportunities and policies in Eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo”. 

 

REVIEWER 
World Development, Journal of Peace Research, GEOFORUM, Resources Policy, Social Science & 
Medicine, Security Dialogue, PLOS One, Vaccine, Review of Development Economics, Economics & 
Human Biology, Review of Economics of the Household, International Journal of Conflict Management, 
Food Security, BMC International Health and Human Rights, International Journal of Environmental 
Research and Public Health, Annuaire des grands lacs, Conjonctures de l’Afrique Centrale  

 

GOOGLE SCHOLAR 
Citations: 727 h-index: 12 i10-index: 14 

 

SOFTWARE 
Stata, R, GIS, CAPI 

 

REFERENCES 
 

Marijke Verpoorten. Associate Professor. Institute of Development Policy, University of Antwerp. 
marijke.verpoorten@uantwerp.be 
Peter van der Windt. Associate Professor. Program Head, Political Science, New York University – Abu 
Dhabi. petervanderwindt@nyu.edu 
Jean-Francois Maystadt. Associate Professor. Department of Economics, University of Louvain. jean-
francois.maystadt@uclouvain.be 
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